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TO: an/at DATE:26 Cetober 1957 


FROM. 5° -DA0/0/81 


STATINTL 
SUBJECT : 
Ba .:.:-: to tell me that Air Force had approached 
him for permission to declassify the conclusions of the "Report 
STATINTL 


of the Scientific Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects", which 
OSI organized in January 1953. The request had come to 
rom Maj. James F. Byrne of AFCIN-X1A (ext. 74903). 


STATINTL T told we would examine the matter and Maj. Byrne should 
contact me directly. I will take the necessary action on this on 
my return. 

A 


i 


PecGesSe bose 
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Carica? 
Government Operations, Senate Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations 


Shay) 
Acting Chief, Donald F. G'Donnell 


~ 
4 


STATINTL & 


Maj. Byrne called 28 Oct. re the declassification 
of the UFO report. He is going to send over the 
portion the AF wishes to declassify. 


Marie 


. TOP SECRET 


Approved For Rel@ise 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP81R00@#0R000100080017-6 
PIGNATURE RECORD AND COVER SHEE 


DOCUMENT DESCRIPTION REGISTRY 


SOURCE . 39 CIA CONTROL NO.S/AS5 PG 
| 
ner 


NUMBER OF ATTACHMENTS 
“72 Bar 2. 


ATTENTION: This form will be placed on top of and attached to each Top Secret document received by the Central Intel- 
ligence Agency or classified Top Secret within the CIA and will remain attached to the document until such time as it 
is downgraded, destroyed, or transmitted outside of CIA. Access to Top Secret matter is limited to Top Secret Control 
personnel and those individuals whose official duties relate to the matter. Top Secret Control Officers who receive 
and/or release the attached Top Secret material will sign this form and indicate period of custody in the left-hand 
columns provided. Each individual who sees the Top Secret document will sign and indicate the date of handling in the 
right-hand columns. 


SEEN BY 


SIGNATURE rs | 


™ 
‘ 
in 


NOTICE OF DETACHMENT: When this form is detached from Top Secret material it shall be completed in the appropriate 
spaces below and transmitted to Central Top Secret Control for record. 


DOWNGRADED DESTROYED DISPATCHED (OUTSIDE CIA) 


BY (Signature) , 
a 


BY (Signature) WITNESSED BY (Signature) 
Approved For Release 2001/04/02 : CIA-RDP81Rd0560R000100080017.6 |_| 


FORM NO. 26 


t APR 55 USE PREVIOUS EDITIONS. TOP SECRET 6 1 OCT ENTD (40) 


4 
° 


etn 


Approved For Re@e 2001/04/06,,.GLA-RIgPs1 ROQBHOROOO1NGAENLYT-By ios 


N@FORN Copy 3 of 30 cys 
TS# //$967 


21 Sestember 1957 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Aeiing Dirceter, Cantzal Intelligence 


SUBJECT : Unidentified Flying Objoet Reported on 20 September 1957 


1. As coperted by components of the US Air Defense Command, an unidentified 
flying object (UFO) was tracked by US radars on a relatively straight course fram the 
easter tip of Leng island te the vicinity of Quffcle. The edject wes reportedly moving 
westward of an altitude of 50,000 feet ond sceed of 2,000 kts. "Jamming" was 
reported by several radars in this viclatty and wastward es fer as Chiccgo. in a sube 
sequent briefing for copresentatives of the IAC, the US Afr Feree coparted that the 
original reperts had been degraded semawhat fy iafermation thats (ea) there was an 
12 minute brack in the track; (>) weather eend?tiens in the arca wore of the type which 
have in the pas? preduced false radar pips end eleetrenic interfocence; (c) Be47"s ef 
SAC were in the erce neer Chicage on an ECM training Might. The ADC has not 
completed its investigation of this incident, but in any event it new seems clear that 
the phenemens reported west of Buffalo ware not related to the UFO, 


2. We have ao intelligence en Soviet activities (e.g., longerange air, sub= 
marine, or merchant shipoing cperations) which ean bs rslated spesifically to this 
reperted event. We believe it unlikely that ¢ Seviet aircraft eculd cenduet a mission 
af this speed and altitude and retum to Glee torrilery. However, we cradit the USSR 
with the capability te have o submarine-laurched eruisestype missile of lew 

*fobséhic perfomance and @ cange of about 500 5 
peremance Gre @ range oF acu? OLY Aom., but we have no specific evidence 
of the existence of such a missile. ta 

3. We heve examined pessible Seviet motives for launching a one-way vohicle 
en an operation over the US, and consider thet there would be little motivation a? this 
time, except possibly a psycholegical er rataliatery metive, which we belleve is 
margine!. One-way reconneissance operations ave largely ruled out by the likelihood 
that the results would be of small value, anc the risk of compromise weuld be very 
great. 
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4, We senelude, therefore, thet it fs highly improbable thet @ Soviet operation 
is responsible fer the UFO reperts of 20 September. 


5, Censicering the fects thet the ADC investigation is incomplete, and that 


weather phenemena are increasingly likely explanations of the original reports, we 
recommend that nc IAC meeting he called on this subject ot this time. 


25X1A 


HERBERT SCOVILLE, Jr. 
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